Definitive Global Rejection of Genetically
Engineered Wheat

Author: Lucy
Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>StatementofAustralian,CanadianandUSFarmer,Environmentalan
dConsumerQrganizations</p><p>Junel,2009(<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-
Not-on-the-Market/Wheat/Definitive-Global-Rejection-of-GE-
Wheat"target="_self">Clickheretodownloadthepdffile</a>)</p><p>SummaryStatement:</p><p>Inli
ghtofourexistingexperiencewithgeneticengineering,andrecognizingtheglobalconsumerrejec
tionofgeneticallyengineeredwheat,werestateourdefinitiveoppositiontoGEwheatandourcom
mitmenttostoppingthecommercializationofGEtraitsinourwheatcrops.Wearecommittedtowor
kingwithfarmers,civilsocietygroupsandindigenouspeoplesacrosstheglobeaswetraveltheroa
dtowardsglobalfoodsovereignty.</p><p>StatementinFull:</p><p>Intheinterestofreiteratingt
hedecisiveglobalrejectionofgeneticallyengineered(GE)wheat,culminatinginMonsanto?s2004withdra
walofrequeststotheCanadianandU.S.governmentsforcommercializationoftheirGEwheat;andintheint
erestoflayingtoresttheattemptsbyMonsantoandotherbiotechnologycorporationstointroducegenetical
lyengineeredwheat,theundersignedorganizationsissuethefollowingjointstatement:</p><p>1.Wheati
sanancientgrainthatisvitalformeetingthenutritionalneedsofmanysocietiesandhasdeepreligioussignifi
canceinmanycultures.Wheatisoneofthreestaplecropplants(theothertwoarericeandmaize)thataccoun
tfortwo-
thirdsofthedietoftheworld?spopulation.Overcenturiesofcultivation,farmershavedevelopedatremend
ousdiversityofwheatvarieties,manyofwhichareadaptedtothesoilandclimateconditionsofcertainregion
softheworld.Theselocally-bredvarietiesarecriticaltoensuringlocalfoodsuppliesduringtimesofweather-
relateddisasters.InAustralia,Canada,andtheUS,farmersandpublicscientistshaveworkedcollectively
withthisdiversitytodevelopvarietiesadaptedtolocalconditionsandsuitedtorelevantmarkets.Multination
alseedcompanieshaveplayedaninsignificantroleinfundamentalwheatseeddevelopmentinthesecount
riesoranywhereelseintheworld.</p><p>2.Theremarkableachievementsinwheatbreedingthatfarmers
andscientistshavemanagedovergenerationshavenotinvolvedgeneticengineeringorpatenting.Whilef
armersandconventionalbreederscontinuetoleadthewayininnovationwithwheat,therearecurrentlynog
eneticallyengineeredtraitsinthepipelineforwheatthatpromisebasicagronomicimprovements.Inreality,
theonlyGEtraitinwheatforwhichapprovalhasbeensoughtisfortolerancetotheherbicideglyphosate. This
traitisnotdesignedtoincreaseyields,buttosimplifyherbicideapplication.Notonlydoesthistechnologycon
tributenothingtofeedingtheworld,geneticengineeringisadirectthreattoglobalfoodsecurity. Geneticengi
neeringcananddoesleadtocontaminationofseedvarieties,andposesadecisivethreattoorganicfarming
andtheproductionofcropvarietiesbredspecificallyforlocalconditions.Moreover,theintroductionofGEw
heatwouldputthewheatseedsupplyinthehandsofasmallnumberofmultinationalcorporations,ashasha
ppenedwiththeintroductionofGEsoybeans,GEcornandGEcanola.Duringtherecentfoodcrisis,theseco
mpaniesusedtheiroligopolisticpositionstodramaticallyincreasethepriceofseedsandagrochemicals.F
armersplantingwheatintheAustralia,CanadaandtheUSwerelessaffectedbythesepriceincreasesbeca
usetheywerefreetosaveseedsandhadaccesstopublicvarieties.Monsanto,theworld?slargestproducer
ofGEseeds,increaseditsprofitsby120%in2008.Itshouldalsobenotedthatsincetheintroductionof GEcro
psin1996,thenumberofpeoplegoinghungryintheworldhasballoonedfromanestimated800milliontoove
rlbillion.</p><p>3.RatherthantheareaofwheatproductiondecreasingduetocompetitionfromGEcrops,
aMarch2009StatisticsCanadasurveyoffarmersinwesternCanadafoundthatfarmersplantoincreaseacr
eageofwheat,barleyandpeas,cropsforwhichtherearenoGEvarietiesandwhereplantbreedingisprimaril
yinthepublicsector. Thesurveyalsorevealedthatfarmersintendtocutbackonacresplantedtocanolaseed
,whichismainlyGEinCanada,inordertodecreaseproductioncosts.Additionally,thereisnoevidencetosu
bstantiatetheclaimthatGEcropvarietiesincreaseyields.</p><p>4.Plantbreedersandfarmershaveforto
olongnarrowlyfocusedoneconomiesofscaleandhigheryields.Thishasresultedinhigherinputcostsandl|
owernetincomeforfarmers.Higheryieldshavecomeatahighcosteconomically,aswellasenvironmentall
y,becausehighyieldingcropstendtorequiremorefertilizersandchemicalinputs.Improvedcropqualityis
morelikelythanbiggeryieldstoprovidehigherrealizednetincomesforfarmers.Higherqualitywheatcanbe
achievedefficientlyandaccessiblythroughconventionalplantbreeding,andthisiswheresupportforresea
rchneedstobelocated.</p><p>5.Geneticengineeringisahighlyimprecisetechnology.GEcropsareinad
equatelyregulatedbygovernmentsthatrelyoncorporatedataratherthanpublic,peerreviewedscience.C
omplexquestionsrelatingtotheeffectsofGEcropsonsoilhealth,non-
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targetinsects,andhumanhealthremainunderstudied.Over10yearsofexperiencewithGEcropshasexpo
sedaconvincingrecordofhighlevelsofirreversiblecontaminationandcorporatecontroloverseedsaswell
ascontinuedscientificuncertainty.Additionally,researchfromwheatorganizations(CanadianWheatBo
ardandAustralianWheatBoard)hasindicatedverystrongmarketrejectionofGEwheat.CommercialGEcr
opshavesofarbeenlimitedtocropsusedprimarilyforfeed,oilandfibreandhavethusnotbeensubjectedton
ationallabellingrequirementsinmanycountries. GEwheat,however,wouldprimarilybeusedforhumanco
nsumptionandfoodproductsderivedfromGEwheatwouldbelabelledasGEinmanycountriesacrossthew
orld.Additionally,ifGEwheatisreleasedcommercially,contaminationwouldbeinevitableandmarketswo
uldviewallwheatproducedfromtheseareasasGEunlessproventobenon-
GE.FarmersgrowingGEwheatwilltakeonalloftheresponsibilities,costsandliabilities,withlittleavailablel
egalrecoursetorecovertheirlosses.</p><p>6.Privateseedcompaniesarenotinvestinginwheatresearc
hbecauseofcompetitionfromstrongpublicplantbreedingprogramsandthedesireandcapacityoffarmers
tosavewheatseedsfromyeartoyear. Themainreasonwhyseedcompanieswanttointroduce GEwheatiss
othat,bymeansofgenepatents,theycanstopfarmersfromsavingseeds.Theintroductionofpatentsintow
heatbreedingwilldestroythecollectiveheritageofplantbreedingforwheatanderodethestrongpublicbree
dingprogrammesforwheatintheCanada,AustraliaandtheUSwhichhavealwaysgeneratedimpressiver
eturnsthroughminimalpublicinvestmentsand/orfarmercontributions.Additionally,inFebruary2009, 26t
opUScornscientistssentastatementtotheUSEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyassertingthatindepend
entresearchisbeingthwartedbyindustrytechnology/stewardshipagreements.</p><p=>Inlightofourexis
tingexperiencewithgeneticengineering,andrecognizingtheglobalconsumerrejectionofgeneticallyengi
neeredwheat,werestateourdefinitiveoppositiontoGEwheatandourcommitmenttostoppingthecommer
cializationofGEtraitsinourwheatcrops.Wearecommittedtoworkingwithfarmers,civilsocietygroupsandl
ndigenouspeoplesacrosstheglobeaswetraveltheroadtowardsglobalfoodsovereignty.</p><p>Signed
By:<br/><ahref="/About/Members/National-Farmers-
Union"target="_self">NationalFarmersUnion,Canada</a><br/><ahref="http://www.cban.ca"target=
" self">CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork</a><br/><ahref="/About/Members/Union-
Paysanne"target="_self">UnionPaysanne,Canada</a><br/><ahref="http://www.quebecbio.com/un
ionbio/index.html"target="_self">UnionBiologiquePaysanne,Canada</a><br/><ahref="http://memb
res.lycos.fr/rqcogm/index.html"target="_self">RéseauQuébécoiscontrelesOGM,Canada</a><br/
><ahref="/About/Members/Saskatchewan-Organic-
Directorate"target="_self">SaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate,Canada</a><br/><ahref="http://www
.non-gm-
farmers.com/"target="_self">NetworkofConcernedFarmers,Australia</a><br/><ahref="http://www.
ofa.org.au"target="_self">OrganicFederationofAustralia</a><br/><ahref="http://www.bfa.com.au"t
arget="_self">BiologicalFarmersofAustralia</a><br/><ahref="http://www.geneethics.org/"target="_
self">GenekEthics,Australia</a><br/><ahref="http://www.greenpeace.org/international/campaigns/
genetic-
engineering"target="_self'">Greenpeace</a><br/><ahref="http://www.nffc.net"target="_self">Natio
nalFamilyFarmCoalition,USA</a><br/><ahref="http://www.worc.org/"target="_self">WesternOrgan
izationofResourceCouncils,USA</a><br/><ahref="http://www.worc.org/"target="_self">CenterforF
oodSafety,USA</a><br/><ahref="http://www.organicconsumers.org/"target="_self">OrganicConsu
mersAssociation,USA</a></p><p>*Groupsacrosstheworldareaskedtosignontothisstatementatwww
.cban.ca/globalstopGEwheat</p><p>Contact:LucySharratt,Coordinator,CanadianBiotechnologyAc
tionNetwork,6132412267ext5.coordinator@chan.ca</p><p>Note: TheaboveisaresponsetotheMay1l
4,2009?WheatBiotechnologyStatement?inwhichsomeindustrygroupsfromAustralia,Canadaandthe
U.S.pledgetheircommittmenttosynchronizedcommercializationofbiotechnologyinwheatbasedon6cla
imsthatgeneticengineeringhasaprovensafetyrecordandGEwheatwill:feedtheworld,provideagronomi
cbenefits,increaseyield,increaseglobalwheatproduction,andimproveopportunitiesforprivateresearch
.Thefullindustrystatementcanbeviewedatwww.cban.ca/wheat</p>
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