
Genetically Engineered Wheat Rejected
Globally, Groups Remind Monsanto

Author: Lucy Sharratt<info@cban.ca><p>Tri-
nationalStatementRespondstoIndustryPledgetoCommercializeGEWheat</p><p>June1,2009,Otta
wa,Montréal,Washington,Canberra-
Farmers,consumersandcivilsocietyorganizationsinAustralia,CanadaandtheU.S.<ahref="/Resource
s/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Wheat/Definitive-Global-Rejection-of-
Genetically-Engineered-
Wheat"target="_self">releasedajointstatementconfirmingtheircollectivecommitmenttostopcommerc
ializationofgeneticallyengineered(GE)wheat</a>.(1)In2004,globalpressurepreventedbiotechnology
companyMonsantofrompushingGEwheatontoanunwillingmarket.</p><p>Thestatement"Defin
itiveGlobalRejectionofGeneticallyEngineeredWheat?wasreleasedtocounteraMay14<ahref="/Resou
rces/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Wheat/Industry-Wheat-Biotechnology-
Commercialization-
Statement"target="_self">?WheatCommercializationStatement?releasedbyindustrylobbygroups</a
>inthethreecountries.(2)Theindustrypledgedto?worktowardthegoalofsynchronizedcommercializatio
nofbiotechtraitsinourwheatcrops.?Today?sstatementwasreleasedby15groupsinAustralia,Canadaa
ndtheUS,includingtheNationalFarmersUnion,theCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,theNational
FamilyFarmCoalitionintheUSandtheNetworkofConcernedFarmersinAustralia,andcountersthesixsta
tedindustryargumentsinfavourofGEwheat.</p><p>?GEwheatisapotentialdisasterofhugeproportions
,?saidTerryBohem,VicePresidentoftheNationalFarmersUnioninCanada,?WerefusetoallowMonsant
oandindustrygroupstorestartanycampaigntocommercializeGEwheat.?</p><p>Thegroupstatementc
entersonthepledge:?Inlightofourexistingexperiencewithgeneticengineering,andrecognizingthegloba
lconsumerrejectionofgeneticallyengineeredwheat,werestateourdefinitiveoppositiontoGEwheatando
urcommitmenttostoppingthecommercializationofGEtraitsinourwheatcrops."</p><p>?Genetic
engineeringforwheatwouldbeacalamityforallwheatfarmers.Consumersacrosstheworldhavealreadyr
ejectedtheideaofGEwheatbutcorporationsareintentoncontrollingthiscropthroughtheirgenepatents,?
saidJulieNewman,wheatgrowerandmemberoftheNetworkofConcernedFarmersinAustralia.</p><p>I
n2004,MonsantowithdrewitsapplicationsforapprovalforGEwheatinCanadaandtheU.S.,duetointensiv
econsumerandfarmerprotest.ThewheatisengineeredtobetoleranttoMonsanto?sbrand-
nameherbicideRoundup.</p><p>?Monsantoneedstoacceptdefeat.?saidLucySharratt,Coordinatorof
theCanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,acoalitionof18groups.?Theindustrygroupsinourthreecou
ntriesarepromisingtoforcethisproductonallofusbuttodaywereiterateourpledgetostopthem.?</p><p>?
MonsantoandindustrygroupsinourcountriesneedtoabandontheiragendaofforcingGEwheatontoamar
ketthatdoesn?twantorneedit,"saidKatherineOzer,ExecutiveDirectoroftheNationalFamilyFarm
CoalitionintheU.S.</p><p>Thegroupssigningthestatementhavealsoaskedgroupsaroundtheworldtos
ignonatwww.cban.ca/globalstopGEwheatbeforeAugust31,2009.</p><p>ENDS</p><p>Formoreinf
ormation:TerryBoehm,NationalFarmersUnion,Canada(cell)3062557638or3062552880;JulieN
ewman,NetworkofConcernedFarmers,Australia,0898711562or0427711644:KatherineOzer,Nationa
lFamilyFarmCoalitionUS(cell)2024214544or1202543-
5675;LucySharratt,CanadianBiotechnologyActionNetwork,6132412267ext5.or<ahref="/Resources/
Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Wheat"target="_self">Seewww.cban.ca/GEwheat</a></p><p>(1)The?<ahref="/Resources
/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-Market/Wheat/Definitive-Global-Rejection-of-
Genetically-Engineered-
Wheat"target="_self">DefinitiveGlobalRejectionofGeneticallyEngineeredWheat</a>?statementwas
signedbythefollowingorganizations:NationalFarmersUnion,Canada;CanadianBiotechnologyAction
Network;UnionPaysanne,Canada;UnionBiologiquePaysanne,Canada;RéseauQuébécoiscontrele
sOGM,Canada;SaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate,Canada;NetworkofConcernedFarmers,Australia;
OrganicFederationofAustralia;BiologicalFarmersofAustralia;Greenpeace;GeneEthics,Australia;Nati
onalFamilyFarmCoalition,USA;WesternOrganizationofResourceCouncils,USA;CenterforFoodSafet
y,USA;OrganicConsumersAssociation,USA.</p><p>(2)Theindustry?WheatCommercializationStat
ement?canbeviewedat<ahref="/Resources/Topics/GE-Crops-and-Foods-Not-on-the-
Market/Wheat"target="_self">www.cban.ca/GEwheat</a></p>
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