
RE: CAN/CGSB-32.315, Voluntary labelling and advertising of foods that are 
and are not products of genetic engineering. Analysis of the proposed change  
to the definition of genetic engineering to allow for genome edited foods  
to be labelled as non-genetically engineered
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Excluding genome editing would be misleading, and not informative  
or understandable
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Exempting some genetically engineered products or techniques of genetic engineering from the standard 

to label foods that are or are not of genetic engineering would be misleading.���������������������ood and 

Drugs Act�������
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Exclusion of genome editing from the label would not be understandable or informative for consumers. 
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Excluding products of genome editing would be contrary to the standard’s goal “to assist consumers 

in making informed choices.”�������
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The standard was designed to serve the consumer who is interested in the process by which the food 

was created. ������
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��������������to distinguish whether or not such foods are products of genetic engineering���������
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�����������	�The GE labelling standard needs to be consistent with the Canadian Organic 

Standards to avoid creating a conflicting definition that would cause consumer confusion.

Definitions in safety regulation are not relevant or appropriate  
for use in this standard
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regulates novel foods, not genetically engineered foods��
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ingredient contains DNA or protein���������
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Food Regulations��������������������
����	���������
����the labelling standard relates to foods that are already 

deemed safe by Health Canada, and the labelling standard was created explicitly for non-health reasons:�
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the safety and precision of genome editing is not relevant to the question of inclusion in the definition  

of genetic engineering for the purposes of consumer choice	�
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The Canadian Biotechnology Action Network (CBAN)�����
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https://www.genome.gov/genetics-glossary/Genetic-Engineering
http://www.cban.ca/noexemptions

