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THE STATUS OF GM SALMON in CANADA'S FOOD SUPPLY

On August 4th, we learned that approximately 4.5 tonnes! of genetically modified (GM or genetically engineered) salmon
fillets were sold into the Canadian food market, sometime between April and June 30, 2017.2

This is the first sale of GM salmon in the world and Canada is currently the only market.
There is no mandatory labelling of GM foods in Canada and there was no public announcement at the time of sale.

Many of Canada’s large grocery chains have published statements to clarify that they “have no plans”to stock GM salmon.3

THE STATUS OF GM SALMON
PRODUCTION in CANADA

GM Salmon Egg Production

The GM Atlantic salmon that was sold into
Canada was grown in Panama from GM salmon
eggs produced in Prince Edward Island (PEI).
The eggs were produced at AquaBounty’s
long-standing research and development
facility at Bay Fortune/Souris in PEI.

GM Salmon Production

GM salmon is not currently grown in PEl at
a commercial scale.

AquaBounty has federal government permission
to manufacture GM salmon at its Bay Fortune/
Souris site but says expansion of this site for the
purpose of grow-out is not suitable.# The company
is therefore constructing a second site in PEI,

for the purpose of GM salmon production.

The new road to the Rollo Bay re-development. September 14, 2017
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In 2016, AqQuaBounty purchased a second
site in PEIl at Rollo Bay which is the location
of a discontinued aquaculture facility. In
2017, AquaBounty received provincial
government approval to re-develop this
site, in a $13 million project® that is now
underway.

» Existing buildings are being renovated
and two structures are now being
constructed (3,7000 m2 - 40,000 ft2).6

» The Rollo Bay project will construct
a facility with capacity to produce
250 metric tonnes of GM Atlantic
salmon each year.

The ocean is not far from AquaBounty’s Rollo Bay GM fish factory
construction. September 14,2017

In AquaBounty’s financial report of August 4, 2017, the company said:

"We expect that sales of our fish will be infrequent and of small quantities
until our Indiana and Rollo Bay facilities are operational and the fish in those
facilities have matured, which is expected in the second half of 2019

However, neither facility yet has government approval to produce GM fish.

Earlier this year, environmental groups in Canada received clarity from the federal government that AgauBounty
does not yet have permission to grow GM salmon at Rollo Bay.7 In Canada, this approval could be granted at any
time (120 days after submission of a notification from the company). The Canadian public are not notified when
a company requests approval and are not consulted.

Groups in PEI continue to monitor this situation with the Canadian Biotechnology Action Network and other
environmental groups.

FURTHER RESOURCES

Updates, timelines and background documents: www.cban.ca/fish

Canadian regulation: CBAN Report “Are GM Crops and Foods Well Regulated?”
www.gmoinquiry.ca/regulation
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Contact: Lucy Sharratt, Coordinator
Canadian Biotechnology Action Network | coordinator@cban.ca | cban.ca
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