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CBAN Public Opinion Study on GMOs

From April 21-24, 2022, on behalf of the Canadian Biotechnology Action Network (CBAN), Pollara Strategic Insights conducted an online survey amongst a randomly-selected, reliable sample of N=1,517 adult Canadians.

Online surveys do not permit the assignment of a margin of error. A probability sample of this size and design would carry a margin of error of +/- 2.5%, 19 times out of 20.
The dataset has been weighted using standard statistical techniques to ensure that the sample accurately reflects the gender, age, and provincial distribution of the adult Canadian
population according to the most recent Census.

P1. And, now some questions about genetically engineered food — also called genetically modified food...

Genetically modified plants and animals have had their DNA, or genetic material, changed in a laboratory. Scientists can remove genes from one plant, animal, or bacterium and insert these new genes into the DNA of another plant or animal, of a different species.

They can also use new techniques called “gene editing” to delete genes in an organism or change how genes in a plant or animal behave.

These are often called genetically modified organisms or GMOs. Three GMOs have been used in food products since the mid-1990s — genetically modified soy, corn, and canola. Most processed food products sold in grocery stores today have these GMO

ingredients, and there are also a few genetically modified fruits and vegetables on the market. These genetically modified foods have been reviewed for safety by government regulators.Overall, prior to this survey, how knowledgeable were you about genetically
modified foods and genetically modified organisms (GMOs)?
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P2. And, overall, how concerned are you - if at all - about the safety of genetically modified foods and food products that contain genetically modified organisms (GMOs)?
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P3. As you may know, in Canada, there is no requirement for food companies to label if a food or food product is genetically modified or contains genetically modified ingredients (GMOs). [ORDER OF NEXT 2 STATEMENTS WAS ROTATED EVERY OTHER
RESPONDENT]

Companies that use GMOs say GMO labels on genetically modified foods would be misleading because labelling might make unknowledgeable consumers assume that the foods are unsafe.

Advocates for mandatory GMO labelling say that the labels are necessary to let consumers make informed decisions about the foods they eat.
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P4. On arelated matter... As you may know, Health Canada (a department of the federal government) has proposed allowing food companies to assess the safety of some genetically modified foods that they produce through a new technique called “gene editing” —
rather than having Health Canada conduct this safety assessment, as they do now.

Specifically, genetically modified foods that have no DNA from other species (no “foreign DNA”) would be exempt from government regulation regarding GMOs, and there would be no GMO-related safety reviews of these foods. These are foods that are produced

through new gene editing techniques, whereby genes in a plant can be deleted or changed in terms of how they behave. Health Canada proposes that these foods be assumed to be safe unless companies discover a safety problem or risk.

Thinking about this, how much do you support or oppose Health Canada's proposal to allow food companies to assess the safety of some genetically modified foods (GMOs) that they produce through gene editing, rather than having Health Canada conduct the safety

assessment?
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