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I.Campaigning
In 2007, CBAN coordinated the Canadian Ban Terminator

campaignandalsotookontwoothermajorcampaigns:“Seed

Modernization” and“Green Revolution –Whose Revolution?”

WealsotookupaleadershiproleintheNorthAmericanSTOP

GETreesCampaign.

BANTERMINATORCAMPAIGN

CBAN successfully launched the national campaign to ban

Terminator in Canada, following effective action in 2005 and

2006whenCanadianshelpedtomaintaintheUnitedNations

moratoriumonTerminatorseedtechnology.

In December 2006 CBAN organized a visit by Dr. Ricarda

SteinbrecherwhowascalledasanexpertwitnesstotheHouse

ofCommonsandSenateAgricultureCommittees.Thesewere

thefirst-everhearingsonTerminatorinCanada.

WiththehelpofUSCCanada,CBANlaunchedamajornational

postcardcampaign.Almost100,000postcardshavebeensent

tothePrimeMinistersofar.TheBanTerminatorCampaignwas

alsotakenupasthefirstcampaignofwww.RightOnCanada.ca

an internetadvocacycampaign toolwith thegoalofputting

humanrightsbackonCanada’spoliticalagenda.

AcrossCanada,individualscollectedsignaturesonpetitionsand

metwiththeirMPs.GEFreeBCcoordinatedpetitionsacrossBC

andMPspresentedtheseintheHouseofCommons.

RESULT:OnMay31st,NDPMPandAgricultureCriticAlex
Atamanenko tabled PrivateMembers Bill C-448 to Ban

TerminatorTechnologyinCanada.

CBANiscommittedinthelongterm

toseeingthisBillpassedintolaw.

GREENREVOLUTION–WHOSEREVOLUTION?

CBAN,alongwithalliesinCanadaandAfrica,alsotookonthe

GatesandRockefellerFoundationsandtheirproposedAlliance

foraGreenRevolution inAfrica (AGRA).This isamulti-million

dollar20-yearinitiativethatcouldpavethewayforGEinAfrica.

ThroughpolicymeetingsandapubliceventwithWestAfrican

group COPAGEN (that drew 600 people in Ottawa), wewere

abletosendamessagetotheFoundationsthatanyeffortsto

aidAfricaneedtotaketheleadfromAfricanfarmersandtheir

organizations.

RESULT: AGRA is nowmeetingwith COPAGEN and other
Africanfarmgroups.

“SEEDMODERNIZATION”

To facilitatepublic participation in thegovernment consulta-

tion process of “Seed Program Modernization” which would

dramaticallychangeseedregulation,CBANproducedacritical

participant’s guide. CBAN, working closely with the National

FarmersUnion,alsospokeoutatvariousconsultationsand is

nowfollowing-uptomakesurethepublicinputisconsidered.

RESULT:Theconsultationperiodwasextendedtwicedue
to thevolumeof submissions, thoughtheCanadianFood

InspectionAgencyisnowignoringthemassivepublicinput

itreceivedduringtheconsultationprocess.

GETREES

CBANisaSteeringCommitteememberfortheNorthAmerican

STOP GE Trees Campaign. In July, CBAN Coordinator Lucy

Sharratt traveled to Vermont to participate in the Campaign

strategizingmeetingandtobuildCBAN’scapacitytolaunchan

effectiveSTOPGETreesCampaigninCanada.

REGIONALANDLOCALCAMPAIGNING

InspiredbythesuccessofPowellRiverinB.C.,thefirstGEFree

Zone inCanada,GEFreeYukonpresented theirpetition fora

NDPAgricultureCriticAlexAtamanenkotabledtheBilltoBanTerminatorand

isshownhereatapressconferenceonParliamentHillwithBlocQuebecois

AgricultureCriticAndréBellavance,andColleenRoss,NationalFarmersUnion

Women’sPresident,andLucySharratt,CBANCoordinator,May312007.

GerryBarr,PresidentandCEOoftheCanadianCouncilforInternationalCoopera-

tionintroducingthepanelofAfricanandCanadianfarmleaders,March262007.

CBAN—FirstEverAnnualReport2007 2



10-year moratorium on plantings, signed by around over 1700

people,totheYukonGovernment.

GEFreeB.C.steadilygatheredmorepublicsupportformandatory

labelinginBCwiththeirpetitionandotheractivities:Thisyear

theChiefMedicalOfficerofVancouvercalledontheProvincial

Minister of Health to follow the recommendations of the

ProvincialHealthOfficer, toestablishmandatory labeling,and

theMPforBCSouthernInteriorintroducedaPrivateMembers

BillintheHouseofCommons.

II.ResearchandMonitoring
CBAN has begun some of the desperately needed basic

research to update information on genetic engineering, for

bothfarmersandconsumers.

CBANhasjoinedwiththeNationalFarmersUnionOntarioand

theEcologicalFarmersAssociationofOntario inabroadprovincial

urban-ruralexchangeandcapacity-buildingproject,fundedin

largepartbytheOntarioTrilliumFoundation,inwhichwewill

produceafactsheetonGEforfarmersandoneforconsumerson

farming,GEandorganics,foruseinvariousevents.

In addition, the first GE-Free health food store in Canada, The

BigCarrotinToronto,hasprovidedCBANwithagranttoupdate

informationaboutwhatGEfoodsarecurrentlyonstoreshelves.

III.PublicEngagementand
InternationalSolidarity
CBAN has also been busy reaching out to individuals and

engagingwithpeopleinlocalcommunitiesone-on-oneabout

geneticengineering,andfoodandseedpolitics.

In March, CBAN hosted an all-day Network-to-Network

exchange with theWest African coalition COPAGEN. CBAN

Members from across Canada came to learn how farmers in

Africa are organizing against genetic engineering. CBAN and

COPAGEN members also reported from the February Food

SovereigntyForuminMali.

CBANalsohasbeenabletoactinsolidaritywithgroupsinter-

nationally. On November 8th CBAN coordinated actions with

Members in three locations across Canada to denounce the

killing of a Via Campesina organizer in Brazil by militia on

Syngenta-owned land while protesting genetic engineering

with200otherfarmers.ThewayinwhichCBANMembersquickly

cametogether,inthreedifferentcities,tocondemnthekillingis

justanotherexampleofwhyCBANissoimportant.









Perhapsmosthearteningofall,aretheinnumerableactionsthat

allourMembergroupsandactiveindividualstakeintheirown

communities:bywriting letterstotheeditor in farmpapers,by

calling in to radio shows, and speaking out against the fraud

thatisgeneticengineering.Together,CBANanditsMembersare

increasingpublicattentiontoagriculturalissuesandareencour-

aginggreatersolidarityandengagementbetweenurbaneaters

andfarmers,forfoodsovereigntyandenvironmentaljustice.

IV.InstitutionBuilding
In2007,CBANfurtherbuiltitsmembershipbaseto16Member

organizationsandgrassrootsgroupsacrossthecountry.

We have a dedicated and effective Steering Committee of

farmersandotheractivists that lendsactiveandcritical support

toCBAN’sCoordinator,LucySharratt,andtoCBANasawhole.

continued…

CBANSteeringCommitteememberandNationalFarmersUnionWomen’s

PresidentColleenRossspeakswithCOPAGENorganizerMamadouGoitaat

theglobalFoodSovereigntySummitinMali,February2007.

CBANdelegationatthe

BrazilianConsulateinMon-

treal(MSTflagheldupbyVia

CampesinamemberUnion

Paysanne).Nov82007.

CBANdelegationinOttawaspeakswithstaffattheBrazil-

ianEmbassy.Nov82007.
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$
CBANisfiscallyhousedwithcharitablestatusasaprojectoftheSageCentre(www.sagecentre.org)andCBANisphysically

housed in Ottawa, in-kind, thanks to ETC Group (www.etcgroup.org). Happily, CBAN now also has a virtual home at

www.cban.ca!ThankyouCarrotCacheformakingthewebsitepossible.

CBANhaskick-startedaneweraof capacitybuilding for the criticalworkongeneticengineering.Theconfidenceof

Members,individualdonorsandfoundationsprovidesmuchneededrevenueandmoralsupport:

• MembergroupsarethedominantfundersofCBANandagreatdealofin-kindandcollaborativeworkalsobuildsour

capacity.

• Individualdonorsarealsoanimportantsupport.Youknowwhoyouare!

Thankyoutothefoundationsandbusinesseswhosupportedourworkin2007:

• CarrotCache,Toronto

• PatagoniaInc.

• TheBigCarrot,Toronto

• CommunityNaturalFoodsCalgary

• OntarioTrilliumFoundation

ThankyoutoCBANSupportersin2007:ETCGroup,Rights&Democracy/DroitsetDémocratie,TheRam’sHorn.
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2007CBANMembers:
ACTfortheEarth(Toronto)•Biofreedom(Edmonton)•CanadianOrganicGrowers•CheckYourHead

CoalitionforSafeFood(B.C.)•CouncilofCanadians•EcologicalFarmersAssociationofOntario•G.E.FreeYukon
GENEAction(Toronto)•InterPares•NationalFarmersUnion•P.E.I.CoalitionforaGMO-FreeProvince
SaskatchewanOrganicDirectorate•SocietyforaG.E.FreeB.C.•UnionPaysanne•USCCanada


